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Cordial Counselling Forum (CCF)

(Consoling, Orienting, Renewing,
Directing, Inspiring, Animating, Listening)
and offer Psycho-spiritual and
therapeutical counseling to the families as
well as persons who are in need.

Contact:

Fr. Cijo Aricatt OFM Cap (7977124850)
Email: cordialkalyan88@gmail.com

Marian Enclave, Opp. Vedangee Grand, Katrap Gaon,
Badlapur (East), Thane Dist., Maharashtra - 421 503.
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Pope Francis

“The Eucharist Sacrifies us, purifies us
and unites us in a marvelous
communion with God. The Eucharist is
not a prize for the good, but strength for
the weak; for sinners it is pardon; It is
the viaticum that helps us move
forward, to walk”.
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The Revision of
Syro-Malabar Qurbana

Fr. Pauly Maniyattu
Vice President,
Paurastya Vidyapitham

understood only when we look at the historical

background of the whole question of the restoration
and revision. The restoration now accomplished in the
Church is not something accidental. The Church has been
striving for such a restored textfor about a century. The
present revised Taksa is the fruit of the hard labour of
committed children of the Church for more than seventy
years. Now with the realization of the new Taksa, the
Churchrejoices, for, itis indeed a mile stone inthe journey
of the Syro-Malabar Church towards unity and growth.

The true significance of the revised Taksa may be

1. East Syriac Liturgy of Syro-Malabar Church

The liturgy of the Syro-Malabar Church belongs to the
liturgical family of East Syriac tradition. The St. Thomas
Christians of Malabar shared the East Syriac liturgical
tradition from the early centuries. The only liturgy known
to them till the 16th century was the East Syriac liturgy.
The Thomas Christians esteemed their liturgy which in its
most primitive form was the Apostolic liturgy. The petition
sent to Pope Gregory XlIl in 1578 by some of the leading
native Christians has the following assertion: “... and that
our liturgical prayers are inthe Syriac (Chaldaic) language
transmitted to us by our Father St. Thomas.” This makes
clear that though the St. Thomas Christians adopted the
East Syriac liturgy, they never thought of this liturgy as a
foreign liturgy. The witnesses of the Western missionaries
shed light on the manner of the celebration of the East
Syriac liturgy in Malabar before the Synod of Diamper.

2. Latinization of the Malabar Qurbana

The Western missionaries could not approve of many
elements in the Est Syriac liturgy of Malabar. They
suspected such elements as containing Nestorian heresy.
They tried to purify the Malabar Liturgy of its ‘Nestorian
errors’ and make it conforming to the Western liturgy. The
last three bishops who came to Malabar from the
Mesopotamian Church (Mar Jacob, Mar Joseph, and Mar
Abraham) were made instruments of the latinization of the
Malabar liturgy by the Portuguese.

The Synod of Diamper (1599) introduced many Latin
elements in the Malabar liturgy. Around forty changes
were made in the Qurbana.' The fourth decree of the
eighth session of the Synod ordered the Roman Mass to
be translated into Syriac for the use of Thomas Christians.
It was to facilitate the daily celebration of the Qurbana
according to the Roman liturgical discipline. The Synod
examined the Syriac books and condemned certain
passages as impious, sacrilegious and spontaneous
outcome of Nestorian heresy. The important changes are
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the following: six in litanies, seven in hymns or anthems,
four in formulae pertaining to the deacon, one in a
response of the people, one in the text of the gospel
lesson, one affecting the whole creed. In the prayer of the
priest, there are five in the pre-anaphoral part, four within
the anaphora and eleven in the four variable huttame. All
the Qudashas (Anaphoras) used in the Malabar Church,
except the Qudasha of Mar Addai and Mar Mari, were
prohibited.

Besides the canons of the Synod of Diamper, the Latin
Prelates who had jurisdiction over the Thomas Christians
and later somepersons from the Thomas Christians
themselves contributed to the further latinization of the
East Syriac liturgy of Malabar.

3. Restoration of the Syro-Malabar Liturgy

The Catholic Church inthe modern times realized the need
of rediscovering the true worth of the liturgical and
theological traditions of the Churches of the East. There
has been a renewed esteem for the Eastern Churches and
their liturgical, theological, and spiritual heritage. The
Universal Church became more and more conscious of
the need of preserving and fostering the Eastern heritage.
The Universal Church encouraged the study of the
liturgies and theologies of the Eastern Churches. The
concern of the Universal Church in fostering the Eastern
heritage is evident from the important teachings of the
Holy See in the modern times. The encyclical of Pope Leo
XII, “Orientalium Dignitas” in 1894 speaks of the
“legitimately approved variety of Eastern liturgy and
discipline as a brilliant ornament for all the Church.”

The official attitude of the Church in the past two centuries
with regard to the restoration and promotion of the
Eastern liturgies was manifested in the Vatican Il
documents like Orientalium Ecclesiarum (OE) and
Unitatis Redintegratio (UR). These documents
emphatically brought to light the concern of the Church
for the eastern liturgical traditions. The Vatican Il decree
on Ecumenism (Unitatis Redintegratio) tells all the faithful
to “realise that it is of supreme importance to understand,
venerate and foster the exceedingly rich liturgical and
spiritual heritage of the Eastern Churches in order
faithfully to preserve the fullness of Christian tradition and
to bring about reconciliation between Eastern and
Western Christians.” (UR 15).

In 1934 the Syro-Malabar bishops submitted the Syriac
translation of the Roman Pontifical, for approbation from

Rome. Pope Pius Xl rejected the request for approbation
and said:

“Latinism ought not to be encouraged among Orientals;
the Holy See does not wish to latinise, but to catholicise.
Let a commission be nominated with the task of revising
the most ancient Pontifical (of the Church) which could be
printed part by part.”

In 1934 itself Pope Pius Xl nominated a committee for the
work of the restoration of the Syriac Pontifical. This brave
decision of Pope Pius XI marked the true beginning of the
restoration of the Syro-Malabar liturgy.

While Cardinal Tisserant was the Secretary of the
Congregation for the Eastern Churches, he visited
Malabar in 1953 and then spoke to all the Syro-Malabar
bishops on the need of restoring the liturgy. On March 10,
1954 the Congregation nominated a committee to do the
work of the restoration of the Malabar liturgy. The
president of the Committee was Fr. A. Raes SJ and the
members were Fr. Cyril Keroloveskiji and Fr. Placid J.
Podipara CMI. Pope Pius Xl approved the restored text of
the Qurbana on 26 June, 1957. Later, with Papal
approbation the following liturgical books of the Syro-
Malabar Church were printed.

1. Taksa d- Qudasa: the text of the Qurbana in Syriac,
printed at Alwaye in 1960.

2. Ordo Celebrationis “QudaSa”iuxtausum Ecclesiae
Syro-Malabarensis: the rubrics and directions for
celebrating the Qurbana in various forms, together with
the notes regarding the interior of the church, the
vestments, calendar etc., printed in Rome in 1959.

3. Supplementum Mysteriorumsive Proprium Missarum
de tempore et de SanctisiuxtaRitum Ecclesiae Syro-
Malabarensis: The Changing prayers, hymns and
readings of Sundays and the Feast days in the liturgical
year, printed in Rome in 1960.

A partial Malayalam translation was published from
Alwaye in 1962. The restored Qurbana was promulgated
on 3 July, 1962. However, due to the lack of proper
catechesis among clergy and the lay faithful there was
strong reaction against the restored Taksa. It was
considered as a thorough going back to the Chaldean
tradition. A new text with many accommodations was
drafted and got approved as an experimental taksa in
1968. The restored Raza text was approved by Rome on 8
Nov. 1985 and was inaugurated on 8 Feb., 1986 by Pope



John Paul Il at Kottayam. Pope John Paul Il celebrated the
restored Raza, the most solemn for the Qurbana, in
connection with the beatification of Fr. Kuriakose Chavara
and Sr. Alphonsa.

There were protests against the restored Raza, from
which the solemn and simple forms were to be drawn. A
new Taksa of the Simple and Solemn forms was approved
in 1989. It was ruled that there should not be any further
change in the Taksa in five years. There were works of
revision at various levels. The bishops gave their
observations and made proposals for further revision of
the Qurbana. The research seminars of Liturgical
Research Centre at Kakkanad made in-depth studies on
the various parts of the Qurbana in view of further
revision. Major Archiepiscopal Liturgy Commission and
Central Liturgical Committee pursued serious efforts for
the revision of the Qurbana. Meanwhile, considerable
progress related to the restoration work of the Qurbana
was made. Draft of the Propria of the Qurbana was
prepared and the Synod approved it ad experimentum.
Liturgical calendar was revised and Lectionaries were
published in 2013. The Qudasha of Mar Theodore was
published in 2013, and Qudasha of Mar Nestorius was
published in 2018. The Liturgical Catechesis published in
2015 also helped the completion of the process of the
restoration.

4. Synodal Decision of 1999 for the Uniform
Celebration

The options and dispensations in any liturgical text, are
supposed to be contributing to the richness of the
celebration. However, in the case of the Syro-Malabar
Qurbana, often these appeared as signs of the lack of
unity. Hence there was an intense plea in the Church that
at the earliest there should be basic uniformity in the
celebration of the Qurbana. The first Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly of 1998 made an earnest request to the Syro-
Malabar Synod. The Synod made a remarkable decision
in 1999 for the uniform celebration. The decision was
more pastoral than theological. It was decided that in all
churches of the Syro-Malabar Church there should be
uniform facing position of the celebrant in the Qurbana.
From the very beginning of Qurbana till the beginning of
the Qudasha (Anaphora) the celebrant shall face the
people. During the Qudasha the celebrant shall face the
altar or face the East, that is, remaining in the same
direction of the people. After the Communion, the
celebrant shall again face the people. The Congregation
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for the Oriental Churches approved the decision of the
Synod with some special directions.

5. Revision of Qurbanain 2021

The decision of the Synod was not implemented in all
dioceses. In various sessions of the Synod there were
earnest reminders for the implementation of the Synodal
decision for the uniform celebration. The August session
of the Synod in 2013 entrusted the Liturgy Commission to
proceed with the work of the revision of the Qurbana.
Bishops submitted their observations and proposals
which were discussed in detail by the various sessions of
the Central Liturgical Committee. In the light of the
discussion of the Central Liturgical Committee, the Draft
text was submitted to the August session of the Synod in
2017. Synod approved the Draft and appointed a special
committee of bishops to scrutinize the Draft. The Draft
still underwent detailed scrutiny and study. With the
modifications, the final Draft was submitted in the
January session of the Synod in 2020. The Synod
approved the final Draft. This text approved by the Synod
was submitted to the Holy See. The Congregation for the
Oriental Churches approved the revised Taksa with a
Decree on 9 June, 2021. On 3 July Pope Francis sent a
letter to the Major Archbishop, exhorting the whole Syro-
Malabar Church to implement the Synodal decision of
1999 for the uniform celebration, and to start the
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celebration of the revised Qurbana. The Syro-Malabar
Synod in the August session of 2021 decided to
promulgate the new revised Taksa from 28 November,
thatis from the First Sunday of Annunciation, onwards.

6. Important Features of the Revised Taksa

We can find a definite climax of the process of the
restoration of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana in the 2021
Taksa. On the one hand it fulfils to a great extent the
earnest desire of the Church for the restoration of the
authentic East Syriac liturgy of the Syro-Malabar Church.
However, much care is taken to present the text
acceptable to all in the Church. Hence there are some
compromises made for the sake of maintaining unity.

In fact, there are not many changes made in the Taksa of
1989. Some small changes are made, as per the demand
from various corners. Many of the changes in the
expressions are to make the text more faithful to the
Syriac source. Small corrections are made in the Lord’s
Prayer, Lakhu Mara and Trisagion. To cite an example for
the small changes in the words, we can see the request of
the reader for blessing before Old Testament readings and
Epistle reading. It is changed as “Kartthaave,
asheervadikkaname”. In the Syriac text it is Barekh Mar. In
Englishitis ‘Bless me Lord.'In Malayalam Taksa of 1989 it
is given as “Guro, asheervadikkaname’. All blessings are
from God. The priest s only an instrument of transmitting
the blessing from God. Hence the change made here
contributes to the liturgical and theological richness of the
text.

The changes in the words and phrases are either due to
the concern for making it more faithful to the Syriac
source, or due to theological and pastoral concerns. Such
corrections have indeed contributed to the enrichment of
the Text. There are some other important changes made.
The Lord’s Prayer with the Qanona in the beginning is
given as obligatory and the ‘Glory be to’ and following
Qanona are given as optional. Through this change, there
will be uniform mode of reciting the Lord’s Prayer in all
churches. In the Raza, at present there is no song as
accompaniment during the Gospel procession. In the
revised Taksa of Raza, the Zumara (Halleluiah chant) is
given after the Turgama of Gospel. Hence it serves as the
accompaniment of the procession. Thus, the Gospel
procession in Raza will become more solemn.

The title of the Anaphora is changed. At present it is the
Malayalam rendering of Eucharistic Prayer, which is the

preferred title in Latin tradition. In the East Syriac tradition,
the preferred title is Qudasha. In the Revised Taksa, the
title of the Anaphora is “First Qudasha: The Order of Mar
Addai and Mar Mari”. The fact that the second and third
Qudashas are also included in the new Taksa, adds to the
richness of the new Taksa.

Considerable change is made in the third and fourth
g’hantas of the Qudasha of Mar Addai and Mar Mari. In the
third g’hanta the text between the first sentence and the
Institution Narrative, was taken from the Qudasha of Mar
Nestorius in order to situate properly the Institution
Narrative. There was the decision to remove that addition,
so that the text becomes more faithful to the original text of
the Qudasha of Mar Addai and Mar Mari. The change in
the fourth g’hanta is that of giving some texts as optional.
These are given as optional first of all to reduce the length
of the g’hanta. The particular texts now selected as
optional texts are chosen because they are mostly
commemorations of the Fathers and various categories of
the Church, whose remembrance is already made in the
Qurbana before the fourth g’hanta.

Another remarkable feature of the new Taksa is the
thorough revision of the prayers and hymns of the propria.
The propria was used ad experimentum for a long period.
Now in the light of the observations gathered from
different parts of the Church, serious corrections have
been made in the Malayalam translation of the propria.
Propria prayers are given also for some of the feasts of our
Lord, and the feasts of the saints of Syro-Malabar Church.
It is noteworthy that the important songs and prayers of
the Qurbana are given also in Syriac language.

When we analyse the nature of the changes made in the
new Taksa, it becomes clear that the unity of the Church
achieved through the uniform celebration is given top
priority. Thus, it is not just the change proposed
concerning the facing position of the celebrant, that
contributes to the uniform celebration. The many small
changes made in the prayers and hymns all have the
central concern of helping the people of God to have a
uniform celebration. The revised Taksa is indeed an
earnest appeal for the uniform celebration in view of the
unity of the Church.

1. The list of the changes made in the Qurbana is given in PPallath, The
Eucharistic Liturgy of the St. Thomas Christians and the Synod of
Diamper, Kottayam 2008, 86-90.

2. Varghese Pathikulangara, Qurbana, 121.
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Syro-Malabar Qurbana Revised Text
& Uniform mode of Gelebration

1. Your Excellency, could you kindly brief us in general
about the revised Qurbana Taksa?

The Qurbana Taksa of Syro-Malabar Church or the text

of the Eucharistic liturgy, approved by Rome in
1989, is now being revised and re-published years
later. Liturgical text is revised by the Central Liturgical
Committee, which includes representatives from all
dioceses. Then final approval is given to this by the
Synod of Bishops. The new Qurbana Taksa will come
into effect in November from the date decided by the
Bishops’ synod in August 2021.

2. What does "Uniform mode of Celebration of Holy

Qurbana" mean?

In 1999, the Synod of Bishops passed a resolution
expecting to have more unity in the mode of
celebration of Eucharist. As per the approved format,
it was decided that the celebrant of the Mass would
face the faithful during the introductory part of
Qurbana and during the Liturgy of the Word; the
Eucharistic prayers (Anaphora) would be done

Mar Thomas Elavanal MCBS

Chairman, Liturgy Commission
Aug. 2021 (Interview)

turning to the altar; and the concluding prayers after
the Holy Communion, the celebrant would face the
faithful again. This is what is meant by ‘the uniform
mode of celebration of the Holy Qurbana’. But that
decision was not implemented in all dioceses. Now,
with the revised Holy Qurbana taksa coming into
effect, it is a golden opportunity for us to bring in
greater unity in the celebration of Holy Qurbana of the
Syro-Malabar Church. The Holy Father himself has
now asked of us to celebrate mass as per the
resolution passed in 1999. To quote the Holy Father’s
own words: ‘I exhort all the clergy, religious and lay
faithful to proceed to a prompt implementation of the
uniform mode of celebration of the Holy Qurbana”.
Pope thus exhorts us to put into practice the Synod-
approved Uniform mode of celebration with
immediate effect. As a result, everyone hopes that the
unity that the faithful have been longing for so far will
now come to fruition. May it be materialized!

. During the second part of the Qurbana (the

Anaphora -the Liturgy of the Eucharist) the
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celebrant faces the altar. What are the theological
reasons behind it?

According to the decision of the Synod, the first part
of the Qurbana, the Word of God, is preached to the
people at Bemma or the pulpit. In the liturgy of the
Word we are mainly reminded of the public ministry of
the Lord. That is why the breaking of the Word is
conducted facing the faithful or among them.

This ministry can also be reckoned as a spiritual
preparation before the Anaphora -the Liturgy of the
Eucharist .The celebrant approaches the altar after
bowing three times, begging for grace to "enter the
Most Holy Place with a cleansed heart and a purged
conscience." At the Anaphora -the Liturgy of the
Eucharist, the celebrant along with the congregation
turntothe Lord.

From the beginning of the first century, according to
church tradition, it has been customary to pray facing
east. There are many references in the Bible to the
importance of the east. It has been believed that the
glorious coming of the Lord is from the east. We read
thus in the Gospel of Matthew 24:27, 'The coming of
the Son of Man will be like lightning from the east to
the west.'

‘Didascalia Apostolorum’, a book written in the third
century, deals with prayer facing the east. St. John
Damascene states that the tradition of praying turning
to the east was inherited from the apostles. To turn
eastward means to turn to the Lord. Churches were
later built in such a way that the celebrant and the
community prayed facing east. Until the Second
Vatican Council, in the Western and Eastern
Churches, it was customary for the celebrant and the
faithful to turn to the altar while offering sacrifice. Pope
Benedict XVI, in his book ‘The Spirit of the Liturgy’,
teaches that the celebrant must turn to the Lord with
the faithful as a representative of the people of God.
But while wishing peace and praying for the faithful,
the celebrant turns to the congregation. Pope Pius XlI
defines Liturgy as follows: 'Liturgy is the worship of
God the Father, by the Church which is the mystical
body of Christ, along with Christ the Head.' Therefore,
the celebrant who represents the church must turnto
the Lord with the congregation and offer this worship
or sacrifice.

In the same way, the Holy Church is a community of

pilgrims traveling together with heaven as its
destination. Madhbaha or Sanctuary is the symbol of
heaven. The fact that the celebrant and the faithful turn
to the altar makes the concept of the heavenward
journey look even clearer. Also, our Eucharist is our
participation in heavenly worship. We share in the
worship of God with the heavenly hosts. The third
prostration prayer in the Qurbana says, "We thank
thee with these heavenly hosts." It is when the
celebrant and the faithful offer sacrifice together,
looking up to heaven by facing the altar that we are
bestowed upon a heavenly experience. The celebrant
is seen as the centre of attention in the liturgy of the
Word, but the center of the Anaphora -the Liturgy of
the Eucharist is the sacrifice of the Lord, which is
completed through the hands of the celebrant. The
church teaches that the celebrant must turn to the
Lord with the faithful for the Liturgy of the Eucharist on
accountof a variety of theological reasons like these.

. Lord Jesus was facing the disciples when the

Qurbana was established at the Last Supper. Hence
should we not follow that?

To understand this we must remember the Jewish
tradition seen in the Old Testament. According to
Jewishtradition, they used to look to Jerusalem, to the
presence of God while praying. In the tenth verse of
the sixth chapter of the book of Daniel, we find Daniel
praying in the house looking from the window that
opens towards Jerusalem.

During the Passover celebration, the head of the
family along with his family members used to look in
the same direction towards Jerusalem while
observing Passover. In the same way, at the last
supper, the Lord and His disciples turned in the same
direction to heavenly Jerusalem, or to the Father,
praising God and observing the new Passover.
Sometimes the sacrifice of our Lord on the cross too
has similar connotations. The Lord offered Himself
into the hands of the Father during his sacrifice on the
cross. The sacrifice on the altar is the sacrifice of the
Lord offered by the Church along with Lord Jesus
Christ to the Father. That is why the celebrant and the
worshipping faithful turn to the Father and offer
sacrifices.

. It is said that unity in the church does not mean

uniformity. Can the Eucharistic celebration be



performed in diverse ways in Syro Malabar
Church?

Regarding the worship of God, there are those in the
church who say that uniformity is not necessary;
unity is enough. But unity can be witnessed only
through the uniformity in the fundamentals of faith and
in the celebration of faith which is Eucharist. Each
individual church expresses its uniqueness in its
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theology, worship, spirituality, and jurisprudence
through the uniform mode of celebration of Eucharist
rooted in its own unique theological principles. That is
why the Eastern Canon Law No. 150 states that the
decisions of the Synod regarding liturgy are to be
strictly and faithfully obeyed by the members of the
Church around the world.

The Holy Eucharist is a sacrament of unity, and the
unity in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist is a
testament to the unity of the Church. That is precisely
why the Holy father also urges us to foster unity in our
church through the Uniform Mode of Celebration of
Holy Qurbana.

The Holy Father says: “I exhort all to proceed to a
prompt implementation of the uniform mode of
celebrating the Holy Qurbana for greater good and
unity of your church". What Pope Francis tells us
clearly is that uniform mode of celebration is the
means of fostering unity in the Church and that is what
we needto follow.

. Who makes the final decision concerning the liturgy

and the mode of celebration of liturgy? Is that
decision then binding on everyone?

Itis the responsibility of the Synod of Bishops of each
individual Church to shape and renew the liturgy of the
Church based on their unique theological principles of
worship. To the liturgical text approved by the Synod,
it is the throne of Peter who gives recognition. Along
with the approval of the text of the Eucharistic liturgy,
Pope Francis himself has given precise instructions
on the mode of the celebration of Holy Qurbana.
Hence itbecomes our bounden duty to obey.

The pope is the supreme authority to us Catholics.
Therefore, every Catholic has a duty to obey the Pope.
Without obedience, the pope cannot be said to be
recognized as the Father and Head of the Church. If we
don’tobey we cannot say that we accept Pope as the
father and Head of the Church. In that case one can
also not claim to be a member of the Catholic Church.
Therefore, with regard to the celebration of the
Eucharist, there is no doubt that everyone should
follow the instructions given by the Pope. May the
unity that God desires and the Church hopes for, be
born in our Church! Let us pray for that. May God
bless our Church!

|
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of the Restored
Syro-Malabar

Qurbana

Fr. Charles MCBS

Parish Priest, Kristuraj Church, Marol

istory

3rd century - Formation of Mar Addai-Mari Anaphora

4th century - Formation of the Anaphora of Mar
Theodore

5th century - Formation of the Anaphora of Mar
Nostorius

1599 - Modifications, reformations and adaptations
in Syro-Malabar Qurbana text

1962 - Renovated Qurbana text was published in
Malayalam

1968 - The Congregation for Oriental Churches
permitted to use the Syro-Malabar Qurbana text ad
experimentum (on experimental basis) after certain
amendments

1980 - Rome asked the Syro-Malabar hierarchy to
publish a structured Qurbana text

1983 - A renewed Qurbana text was submitted to
Rome

1985 December 19 - The Oriental Congregation
approved the Malayalam Syro-Malabar Qurbana text

1986 February 8 - His Holiness Pope John Paul I
inaugurated and celebrated the Syro-Malabar
Qurbana in Kottayam

1989 April 3 - The Oriental Congregation approved
the authentic English text of Syro-Malabar Raza ad
experimentum

1999 - The Syro-Malabar Bishop’s Synod took
important decisions about the restorations of Holy
Qurbana and the necessity of uniformed Liturgical
celebration

2000 July 3 - Implemented a unified form of Liturgical
celebration. (Introductory rite to Anaphora - facing the
people; Anaphora to Communion - facing the Alter;
rite of conclusion - facing the people)

2020 January - A restored form of the Syro-Malabar
Qurbana text was submitted to the Synod and sent to
Rome for approval

2021 June 9 - The Holy See approved the text and the
Synod took decision to celebrate it from 2021
November 28, the beginning of new Liturgical year
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Appointments of the Priests in the Eparchy of Kalyan
Given on 12th October 2021 w.e.f. to 4th November 2021

Rev. Fr. Jacob Porathur

Rev. Fr. Shibu Pulickal

Rev. Fr. Shaji Parickapallil

Rev. Fr. Kuriakose Kalaparambath

Rev. Fr. Shaibu Paul Malethadathil
Rev. Fr. Jefrin Pallithara

Rev. Fr. Cyriac Kumbattu

Rev. Fr. Bibin Cheenothuvattukulam

Rev. Fr. Paul Kunduparambil
Rev. Fr. Justin Kallely
Rev. Fr. Martin Kombara

Rev. Fr. Lijo Mullonkal

Rev. Fr. Frinto Ollukaran

Rev. Fr. Jose Aloor

Rev. Fr. Biju Chittilappilly

Rev. Fr. Davis Tharakan

Rev. Fr. Joseph Chalissery

Rev. Fr. Sinto Chalissery

Rev. Fr. Binoy Kannanaikkal

Rev. Fr. Shijo Parayil

Rev. Fr. Siby Kulangara

Rev. Fr. Thomas Joseph Kunnathettu

Rev. Fr. Royce Kalaparambil
Rev. Fr. Jitin Shaju Kottarathil

Rev. Fr. Bibin Thomas Mattaparampil
Rev. Fr. Mejo Vazhappilly

Rev. Fr. Sherin Cheramthuruthy OFM Cap.

Rev. Fr. Siju Kizhakkepallivathukkal

Protopresbyter: Navi Mumbai Forane + PP: Nerul + Chaplain:
Apostolic Oblates Convent, Nerul

Protopresbyter: Kalyan Forane + PP: St. Thomas Cathedral +
Rector: St. Thomas Shrine + Chaplain: DSHJ Convent, Kalyan
West

Protopresbyter: Borivli Forane + PP: Borivli + Chaplain: SDP
Convent, Borivli

Protopresbyter: Pune Forane + PP: Kalewadi + Rector: St.
Alphonsa Shrine + Manager: St. Alphonsa School + Chaplain:
FCC Convent, Kalewadi

Protopresbyter: Panvel Forane + PP: Panvel + Chaplain: DPM
Convent, LSMS Convent & MSMI Convent, Panvel

Protopresbyter: Antophill Forane + PP: Antophill & Mumbai
Central + also In-Charge: Eparchial Properties

Rector: St. Thomas Minor Seminary + In-charge: Major
Seminarians

Spiritual Father: St. Thomas Minor Seminary + Vocation
Promoter + also Asst. Director: KMS

Director: ARC + Family Apostolate + KKK
Office Administrator: Eparchial Safe Environment Committee

Manager: St. Thomas High School + PP: Kalyan East +
Chaplain: FCC Convent, Kalyan East

Director: Anugraha & Ashraya Homes + Chaplain: SND & FCC
Convents, Malang Ghat (w.e.f. 08th December 2021)

Director: JNF + PP:Dhobitalao, Girgaon & Cumbala Hill
PP: Tilak Nagar

PP: Assisi Nagar & Shell Colony-Kurla

PP: Vashi & Koperkhairne + Chaplain: SD Convent, Vashi
PP: Wanowrie& Katraj

PP: Akurdi & Dehu Road + Chaplain: CMC Convent, Akurdi
PP: Bhayander + Chaplain: DDP Convent, Bhayander

PP: Dighi & Thodiwala

PP: CBD & Kharghar + Chaplain: DPM Convent, Nerul

PP: Vartak Nagar & Thane + Legal Help for Diocesan Trust
and Section 8 Companies

Pro-Vicar:Vasai East + Chaplain: CHF Convent, Vasai East

APP: Nerul + Mar Thoma Personal Parish + also Notary:
Eparchial Tribunal

APP: Nasik

APP: Kalyan West + Mar Thoma Personal Parish

APP: Dombivli (w.e.f. 12th October 2021)

Relieved: Priest-in-charge - Vasai East & Residence at ARC
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The wonderful journey of Kalyan Lantern was started in 2012. The
need of a monthly magazine for our diocese was being felt for long
among the religious and the laity. With the approval of our Bishop, a
core team under the leadership of Fr Franklin Pottananikkal was
formed to discuss and formulate various policies related to the
magazine. During one of these meetings, the magazine was named
as Lantern with the tagline, “Your Word is a Lamp to My Feet & A
Lightto My Path.”

The inaugural issue of Lantern was launched in October 2012
during the inauguration of ARC, Panvel. Kalyan Lantern publishes
11 issues every year — both in print and digital formats — and is
distributed to all the members of the Kalyan Diocese. It is also
circulated to all the dioceses of the Syro Malabar Church and even
outside.

Each issue of Lantern has a specific theme and related articles,
stories and testimonies from the diocesan as well as external
authors. In addition, there are regular columns on faith for kids and
youth and universal and diocesan news. Our Bishop, Mar Thomas
Elavanal has been writing a special bilingual series on Holy
Qurbana since the beginning of the magazine and is completing its
100" episode in this 100" issue of Lantern.

Fr Sheen Chittattukara served as the Chief Editor of Lantern during
2012-2017 and Fr Biju Mannamcheril has been serving as the Chief
Editor since 2017, under the guidance of our Bishop and Vicar
General and with the competent support of the editorial team.

Over the years, with its high quality and rich content, Kalyan Lantern
has become a top-class magazine among those published by any
Diocese, and a household name among our laity.

We sincerely pray and wish that Kalyan Lantern scales new levels
with each forthcoming issue and achieves greater milestones in the
years to come.

Kalyan Lantern Team

KALYAN @ LANTERN

DIOCESE OF KALYAN
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THE LITURGICAL SPAGE
IN THE SYRO MALABAR TRADITION

Fr Jose Kochuparampil
Metropolitan Church, Changanacherry.
Josekochu@gmail.com

Introduction

The Syro-Malabar Church, which belongs to the East
Syrian Liturgical family, has a unique system of liturgical
space in the Catholic tradition. It synthesise the various
streams; the biblical, the theological and the influence of
the topography of the Holy Land where, where the earthly
dispensation of Our Lord took place, into a unified system.
Although one could distinguish different parts of the
liturgical space, they comprise a single whole in a
coherent system for the celebration of the Mysteries. In a
liturgical celebration, not only the liturgical space, but also
the liturgical time, persons and things -- all of these
elements are transfigured into a single reality of Christ’s
eternal saving presence.

1. AMeditation on the Liturgical Space

Itis worth citing the first comprehensive description of the
whole East Syrian liturgical space by Thomas of Marga
(840), who presents an account of the mystical
meditation of an old monk:

Every time [ am in the church during the service of the
mysteries my mind is lifted above the sight of these things
which are done during the services, and above the church
and its congregation, to the things which are in
heaven...the church which is depicted before me
(represents) that of Jerusalem which is upon earth; the
platform (bema) which is in it (represents) Zion; the altar
which is in it represents the ark of the old covenant; the
cross which is upon it, and the book of the gospels
(represent) the New Covenant and the throne of Christ at
the time of his dispensation here...the path (leading) from

the platform (bema) to the cupola (ganke) above the
bema the narrow path which goes up to heaven. The three
steps which are before the bema (symbolise) the third-
heaven whither the blessed Paul was taken up; the
gestromo the place (which extends) from this (earth) to
the firmament; the screen which is over the door of the
chancel and the veils which are upon it indicate to me a
type of firmament. The chancel (symbolises) the place
which is above the heavens; the naos (nusa) symbolises
the heaven of heavens and the divine shechinah; and the
veils which are upon it indicate that the Godhead is hidden
even from the angels. The altar represents the throne of
the deity...”"

[t shows that the Church, where we celebrate the Holy
Eucharist and the other sacraments invites us towards a
spiritual or mystical participation in the heavenly
mysteries of Christ. What God warned to Moses is true to
each one before venturing into the liturgical Space of a
Church: “Take off your sandals, or the place where you
are standing is holy ground” (Exodus 3:5). Indeed, the
people who are supposed to enter into the Church, are
God’s Holy people. The Letter of | Peter exposes it vividly:
“But you are a chosen race, a kingdom of priests, a holy
nation, to sing the praises of God, who called you out of
the darkness into his wonderful light.” (2:9). The liturgical
space is a holy place where the holy people of God
assembles. Originally the term Church meant this holy
convocation of God, as the term KnuSyya — assembly,
one of the titles of Holy Eucharist in the East Syrian
tradition indicates. The church edifice is a sacred place
made for this holy assembly. God gathers his people in a
holy place to listen the Word of God and to participate in
His holy mysteries, so that to renew the experience of
salvation which is brought forth by His son Jesus Christ
for us. Just as the New Testament people of God, the
mystical body of Christ, is the fulfilment of the Old
Testament people of God, the East Syrian Church building
is also a realization of the OT temple and Synagogues and
at the same time the foreshadowing of the heavenly
abode. According to Theodore of Mospuestia (428), the



great Church Father of the East, there are two worlds, first
is the passable and corrupt world in which we live and a
second world, which is impassable and incorruptible,
towards which Christ our Lord has lead us. This
cosmological presupposition works out all through the
theology of Church building of our tradition. Living in this
corrupt world, we hope a new incorruptible world and
work for the betterment of this world by our mission of
good works. The Church is a sacred space where the
faithful are trained and nourished in this spiritual
experience.

2. The Sunday Assembly in the Church: An Expression
of our Christian Identity

The early church devotedly assembled in their houses to
listen the Word of God and to break the Holy Eucharist
(Acts 2:42; 20:7). Sine Dominica non possimus -
“without Sunday we cannot” that was their motto. St.
Justin the Martyr (165) writes from Rome: “On the Day of
the Sun (Sunday) all Christians in the city assemble at one
place under the leadership of their liturgical president (the
Bishop of Rome, the Pope) to listen the Word of God and
celebrate the Holy Eucharist. The places of these
assemblies were known as Domus Ecclesiae - the House
Churches. Later the Christians assembled in Church
buildings, which were furnished solely for the purpose of
worship. The early church insisted the faithful not to miss
the weekly assembly at their place of worship. A fourth
century Church document, The Syriac Didascalia
admonishes the people: “On the Lord’s day leave
everything and run eagerly to your church for she is your
glory. If not, what excuse have they as over against those
who before God do not assemble on the Lord’s Day to
hear the word of life and be nourished by the divine food
which abides for ever...”* It goes on to say that if you are
absent there, it affects the mystical body of Christ, that it
lacks one of its members! There is a place for you at your
parish church, which no one else can fill. The liturgical
space is not an abstract space; it’s a concrete place that
each faithful occupy for the celebration of the mysteries of
the Church.

3. TheInterior Framework of our Church

A typical Syrian Church in India is a fusion of different
traditions, the biblical (The OT temple, the Synagogue) the
East Syrian (the interior) and the Indian (the exteriors), all
of them bring a spiritual a spiritual ambient. The whole
Church premise is a sacred space that is protected by a
strong surrounding wall (Chuttumathil or Anamathil)
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decorated with stone oil lamps. Granite Cross adorns at
the western end of the premise. A decorated flag-mast
evokes festal celebrations of the community. The
cemetery, the presbytery, and all are dedicated for the
purpose of pastoral and spiritual care of the assembly.
The exterior of the church building itself looks like an
abode in prayer by the level of the elevation of the roofs of
the narthex (Modalam), the nave (Hykala) and the
sanctuary (Madbaha) in a progressive manner. The
sanctuary is the most elevated part, above which
sometimes a bell tower (Thora) or a Dom is built so as to
stand out its visibility from everywhere. So the church
building itself calls as to raise our hearts in prayer.

As far as the liturgy is concerned the interior framework of
the Church is what matters important. This structure is
made up in accordance with the liturgy to facilitate
celebrations in its beauty, decorum and prescribed order.
The Il Vatican Council’s constitution on the liturgy
teaches: “When Churches are built, great care are to be
taken that they be suitable for the celebration of the
liturgical services and for the active participation of the
faithful” (SC, 124).

3.1.The Mondalam

The interior of our liturgical space is divided mainly into
three sections. The Madbaha (Sanctuary), the Qestroma
and the Hykala (Nave). At the western end there is a
porch, an entrance lobby, equivalent to the narthex in
Greek tradition, which is known as Mondalam in our case.
It's a sacred place for the candidates of baptism,
penitents and for the beginning and conclusion of solemn
processions, etc. Sometimes small shrines of sacred
images are also placed there for private venerations. So
the Mondalam can be seen as place that connects the
sacred and secular spaces.

3.2 The Hykala

The Hykala, the largest part of the church is the place
where the assembly attends in worship. Great liturgical
theologian of this centaury Fr. Louis Bouyer says that the
importance attached to the assembly of the people of God
accounts for the sheer size of the Christian church
building. Hykala means temple in the Syrian tradition that
it’s the larger part of the church where the holy people of
God encounters it's Triune Holy God, from whom all
holiness and sanctification flows. Formerly there was a
distinction of places in the Hykala, where as in the case of
the Temple of the OT, men stood at the eastern and women
atthe western end.
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3.3.The Bema

The bema is a unique feature of the East Syrian tradition,
which is a christianised version of Jewish synagogue. St.
Luke attests that Christ read out the scroll of the Book of
Prophet at the (bema) in his hometown synagogue of
Nazareth and taught while sitting there (LK 4: 20)! The
East Syrian bema is an enclosed elevated platform at the
centre of the Hykala, where the Liturgy of the Word takes
place. It symbolizes the earthy Jerusalem where Christ
preached the Gospel of the kingdom. In the ancient world-
view Jerusalem was considered the centre of the earth. In
the liturgical point of view, the celebration of the Liturgy of
the Word means the pubic ministry of Christ where he
came down into the midst of the people. On the elevated
platform, there are lecterns or the Qeriyana reading of the
Laws and prophets, the Sleeha reading mainly of St. Paul.
There is an Altar-like table on the platform, which is also
called Gagultha, where a Sleeva (Cross) is placed with
and lamps on either sides. Actually the Syriac word bema
means a judgement seat. The placing of the Sleeva
(Cross) on this table symbolizes the enthronement of
Christin the midst of the assembly from where he teaches
authentically.

3.4.The Sqaqona

This is a narrow pathway from below the Bema that leads
to the Kestromma. The Sgaqona symbolizes the narrow,
but salvific path to heaven! The liturgical processions
from the sanctuary to Bema ad vice-versa take places
through this gangway, that the assembly is invited to enter
spiritually through it to the holy of holies in the liturgy.

3.5.The Qestromma

The Qestromma is an elevated space, one step above the
hykala, which is determined for the clerical ministers of
the liturgy as well as for the Choir. By the proximity to the
sanctuary, it symbolizes the ‘Paradise’ in our tradition.
The Choir represents the angels who unceasingly praised
the glory of God in heaven. As its position indicates the
Choir assists the assembly to sing and pray harmoniously
sothatto bring forth a unified voice towards heaven.

3.6. The Madbaha —The Sanctuary

The Madbaha is built three steps above the Qestrommain
the eastern end of the Church to point out its paramount
place in the Church. The term Madbaha means the place
of debaha (= sacrifice) means the altar as well as the
place around it. The Pontifical Rite of the Consecration of
the Church is practically the consecration of the QOil and
anointing the whole altar with the holy oil by the bishop.
The altar, always made up of stone, is built on a half
elevated platform known as Mesthapsa on which the
celebrant stands for prayer. The reference of a biblical
verse inthe consecratory prayer indicates the meaning of
this consecration: “Whenever | choose to have my name
remembered, | shall come down to you and bless you”
(Ex 20:24). In the biblical language the name means the
imminence or indwelling o God. Thus, phrase “Let your
name come down” in the consecratory prayer means the
indwelling of the divine presence the Shekinah on the altar.
That's why the altar is covered with linen cloth with
decorated laces and a sanctuary lamp is either
suspended on placed nearer to it. Considering its



sacredness, no other things other
8l than the sacred vessels, Cross
and the Book of the Gospel are
supposed to place on it. The Altar
symbolises the throne of God, the
tomb of Christ, the heavenly
ladder, in Jacob’s vision, (Gen
28:12-17) etc. That's why it’s
called Thronos or Sronos in
Malayalam. On the whole the
sanctuary, the Holy of holies
represents heaven in the East
Syrian liturgical space. The
mysterious and revelatory
character of the Madbaha is
expressed through the use of veil
during the services.

3.7.The Bet Gazze

Unlike once credence-table for the preparation of the gifts
in other traditions, the East Syrians have two Betgazas
means treasure houses, placed at bother sides of the altar
where the chalice and paten are prepared for the
eucharistic services. The prepared gifts are taken through
procession during the Onitha di Raze-the Anthem of the
Mysteries. Actually the numerous processions and
movements similar to it connect to the various liturgical
spaces and make the liturgy more a dynamic one than a
relatively static position throughout it that’s seen in some
other traditions. The initial procession from the Madbha to
the Bema, the gospel procession, the solemn access to
the altar and the like are examples or it.

3.8.The Tabernacle

The tabernacle has a place of honour within the sanctuary
or in a separate prominent chapel adjacent to it, mostly at
north side Arch of the Betgaza where the bread is
prepared. This is to safeguard the integrity of the altar,
where the consecration takes place not just in front of the
consecrated hosts in the tabernacle and to avoid turning
the celebrant opposite to the tabernacle while the liturgy is
celebrated facing the people, whether at the bema or in
front of the altar!

3.9. Beth Mamodisa

The Beth Mamaodisa, the baptistery was originally placed
in a separate edifice outside the Church and later it was
built in adjacent projections of the church edifice outside
the nave. Later it was build at Southern side of the
sanctuary, where also the baptismal oils are also kept.
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Baptism takes place nearer to the sanctuary in front of the
Hykala shows its importance as a celebration of the
whole Church, rather than a private function of a particular
family or group atthe entrance of the Church.

3.10. Beth Sahade and Beth Diconicon

Beth Sadade (=house of the martyrs), the Martyrium is
the place of reserving the relics of the saints for public and
private devotions. It is arranged nearby the Beth
Diaconicon. The overall liturgical space scheme of this
tradition reflects a paradigm of a Christian’s spiritual
growth. A faithful is born and regenerated at the Bet
Mamodisa (Baptistery) at the Southern side, nourished
through the Eucharist from the altar at the Eastern side
and reaches at the Northern side of Beth Sahade to join
with the martyrs saints after a life of loving commitment
and arduous witness to Christ.

3.11. Beth Diaconicon

The Beth Diaconinon practically had the function of
present day sacristy. North of the door of the Qanke (The
Chancel orthe front portion of the sanctuary) the deacons
are its custodians who make all the arrangements for the
liturgy, and thus, it is known as Beth Diaconicon. Just as
sacristy is a sacred place where the sacred vessels,
vestments and liturgical books are kept the Diaconicon is
also part of our sacred space. Formerly deacons were the
custodians and captains of the Church and thus the
Malayalam word for sacristan Kapiar also meant Capo-
the head or captain of the church’s liturgical affairs!

Conclusion

A good sense of liturgical space is necessary for an active
participation in the liturgy. As Cyrilona a forth centaury
Syrian writer mentions liturgy is a “heaven on earth!” We
are invited to enter into this heavenly abode when step into
a Church. Just as we leave our sandals outside, leave our
cares and worries outside and enter into a new world, the
incorruptible world towards which the rich liturgical
space of our Church invites us. We are called to “stand
before” (Deut 18:5) the altar of Christ as a priestly people
of at the Hykala, to listen the Word of God at the Bema, to
enter spiritually into the narrow pathway to Qestroma and
finally to the Madbaha. llluminated by the Word of God and
nourished by the Bread of Immortality we take home the
peace and joy that the word cannot offer (Jn 14:27). An
active participation in the Holy Qurbana that takes place in
the sacred space would guarantee us a space In the

heavenly Father’s house (Jn 14:2)
|
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Forgive the Sins and Offences

In response to the penitential Karosusa of the deacon, the
community prays five times “Lord, forgive the sins and
offences of your servants’ and implores for forgiveness
from God. Here the community is acknowledging before
God that they are sinners and imploring God for forgive-
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Mar Thomas Elavanal
Bishop, Diocese of Kalyan

ness. The psalmist said “I will confess my transgressions
to the Lord and you forgave the guilt of my sin.” (32:5).
These prayers of forgiveness refer to different aspects of
our reconciliation with others. The last prayer expresses
the hope that when we prepare ourselves in these ways to
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receive Holy Communion, these sacred mysteries will
bring us resurrection of our bodies and salvation of our
souls.

Remember the examples

In the explanation of those who teach us about our
Qurbana we find that these five Karosusa and its response
remind us of five persons who repented of their sins and
obtained forgiveness of sins from God (Timothy II, On the
Mysteries). They are Sacheus the tax collector, the tax
collector who entered the church to pray together with the
Pharisee, the prodigal son, the sinful woman who washed
the feet of Jesus, and the thief crucified on the right side of
Jesus. These prayers remind us that we too should have
their attitude of mind to receive forgiveness from God.
After their example we too should repent of our sins and
prepare our hearts to receive Jesus in Holy Communion.
Trying to imbibe the spirit of these Karosusa is the best
way to prepare ourselves to receive the Eucharist.

Blessed are you O Lord
During the time of penitential Karosusa the celebrant

prays silently this prayer “Blessed are you O Lord, God of
our Fathers...”. In this prayer God is addressed as God of
our fathers. God is acknowledged as ‘Blessed’ and
‘Glorious’, and for that, three reasons are mentioned.
They are, ‘You did not deal with us in accordance with our
sins, rather in your great mercy you saved us from the
power of darkness’, and ‘you invited us into the kingdom
of your beloved son’ and ‘bestowed upon us eternal life’.

God is thanked for having made us worthy to offer this life
giving and sacred Qurbana. It is reminded that we offer
this Qurbana standing before ‘the pure and holy altar’.
This phrase ‘pure and holy altar’ was found also in the
fourth gehantha.

In all Purity and Holiness

Besides, the celebrant prays to make the community
worthy to receive this gift ‘in all purity and holiness’. While
the community is praying for the forgiveness of their sins
in these words: ‘Lord, forgive the sins and offences of
your servants’ the celebrant is interceding before God for
giving them repentance and holiness, so that they may
receive the holy Qurbana in a worthy manner. He also
prays for the mercy of God that it may be for them not for
condemnation but for God’s mercy, the forgiveness of
sins, resurrection of the dead and life everlasting.

Being united with the Body and Blood

This prayer “we, who are being united with the Body and
Blood of Christ” reminds us that through Eucharistic
communioin we are spiritually being united to Christ. St.
Paul reminds us that ‘anyone who is jonied to the Lord is
one spirit with Him” (1 Cor 6:17). Through the Eucharist
we are coming into a spiritual union or communion with
Him. This is explained in the parable of the vine and the
branches (Jn. 15:1-10). Jesus teach us that as the
branches should remain in the vine so that it can bring
forth fruits, we should also live in Jesus in the union of
love. As the fruit of getting united with the Body and Blood
of Christ we pray for three things: ‘may all of us be perfect
witnesses of your glory’, ‘worthy temples of your
dwelling’, and be able to ‘shine brightly with all the saints
at your glorious second coming’. This reminds us of the
words of Jesus “Then the virtuous will shine like the Sun
in the kingdom of their Father” (Mt. 13:43). The prayer of
the celebrant is concluded offering thanksgiving and
worship to the Trinity for ever.



ITE AD JOSEPH!

After a turbulent, tired and hungry, yet safe journey,
Joseph escorted Mary and Jesus back to Jerusalem
from Egypt, where they first make their way to the
temple to thank the Heavenly Father for the protection
He bestowed upon the Holy family. Joseph, himself,
was filled with awe for the blessings he received, to be
in the presence of Jesus and Mary and also, the
revelation of Divine Mysteties that Jesus revealed to
him the course of the journey. After that, Joseph had a
deep desire to go to Bethlehem and visit the cave
where Jesus was born and relive the ecstasy he felt at
the birth of the Son of God. While their journey
onward, Joseph could hear the chanting of the angels.
His joy knew no bounds on entering the cave and he
was filled with incomparable reassurance. The next
day, they left for Nazareth.

All their neighbours greeted them with great joy as
they felt God’s grace pour out of Mary and the
holiness that poured out from young Jesus. They
headed straight to their humble abode, the house of
the incarnation. They rested well in their chambers, as
Joseph spent more time in prayer, thanking the
Heavenly Father and asking Him the grace and mercy
to be capable enough for his most Holy Spouse- the
Queen of Heaven and her son- the King of Heaven.
He found favour in God and received consolation in
prayer.

The devil was, however, enraged over the great peace
that Joseph experienced. Wowed to disturb him, the
devil stirred up their neighbours to hurl curses upon
Joseph and assault him on every possible occasion-
one of the most hurtful comments he heard was of
him being associated with the devil because he was
able to flee with the mother and the child right before
the killing of the infants. All these comments and
persecutions put great constraints on Joseph. However,
he received incomparable consolations from Jesus and
Mary and confronted every unfavourable situation
with dignity, patience and grace.

Joseph kept Mary and Jesus confined to their home to
protect them from the anger and resentment of the
people. But when Jesus began to work with Joseph in
his workshop, the people couldn’t help but notice the
majestic and friendly demeanour of Jesus. They made
their apologies to Joseph for having troubled him as
they deemed him wise for having protected his
precious son. This, indeed, comforted Joseph. Jesus
would often remind Mary and Joseph, on various
occasions, of how He was to suffer for the redemption
of mankind. At such instances, Joseph would
remember the prophecy of Simeon, and a great pain
would overcome him as he couldn’t imagine the sight
of his dearest Jesus suffer.
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As a modest observer of the law, Joseph was
committed to fulfilling every minute detail. Acts of
charity, love and reaching out to the needy, were few
things that he loved doing the most. As the law
commanded, he, along with Jesus and Mary, left for the
Paschal celebration to Jerusalem. Little did he know
what horror was about to befall him.

After the celebrations, while returning home, they
realised that Jesus was missing, What great
wretchedness entered their souls! Mary was
inconsolable, so was Joseph. They searched for Jesus
for three days, crying and weeping, constantly worried.
Finally, when they heard that Jesus was in the temple,
they rushed to find Him preaching the Divine mystery.
Great joy befell upon the Holy Couple as they could
see their most beloved treasure manifest His Divinity.

After returning home, Jesus and Mary lived in
complete obedience under Joseph. Joseph often felt
undeserving as he knew how much they respected and
loved him. His love for his most chaste spouse and his
divine Son grew immensely. He found consolation and
strength just at the sight and presence of his beloved
family. Joseph knew that Mary was filled with the grace
to discern his wishes and thus he repressed them as he
never wanted to trouble her- there were times when
She would prepare for him the meal that he secretly
desired. They always consulted each other in humility,
respect and love. Thus lived the Holy Family- A
Perfect Heaven on Earth!

Isn’t it time to reconsider the status of our families? It
is indeed alarming to see a great number of families
going toward a downward spiral. Dearest couples in
Christ, are you living a life that is called to live in love,
respect, selflessness and submission to each other?
Dearest parents in Christ, have you aspited enough to
allow your children to grow in the love of God?
Dearest children in Christ, are you growing in
obedience and submission to your parents, with
genuine respect for the people in your family and those
around you?

HUMILITY is the key! Often we find it difficult to
practice it, right? But don’t you worry!

ITE AD JOSEPH(Go to Joseph)! He will guide you to
become a perfect model of HUMILITY!!!

Prepared by:
Sophia Joseph,

Holy Trinity Church, Thane
Bible Apostolate B
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ACTIVITY:
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ACROSS DOWN % S
DO =
1. TheHoliestPlace (Sanctuary) 1. The place set for the Choir g g E
w
4. The Dais 2. Areceptacle in which the Blessed SLs
n el =
6. The Gospel Lectionary Sacrament is kept =ss
8. The baptistery situated outside the The Altar
sanctuary St. Thomas Cross
9. The symbol of the earth where the 7. The treasure houses for preparing
community of the faithful gather the bread and the wine
10. Sacristy Compiled by
11. The Martyrs’ Shrine Sophia Joseph

Holy Trinity Church, Thane
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KEYword - PATRIS CORDE
NOVEMBER EDITION

Read the extract of the encyclical 'PATRIS CORDE' and click on the below link to solve the quiz. Last date of
submitting response is 21-11-2021. Names of the winners will be published in the next issue and on our
social media handles. This would be the last quiz on the encyclical PATRIS CORDE.

Link for the Passage
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iEEJ_NDbCrgj_mN7fw7nrTe_MFEUBEhU/view?usp=sharing
Link for the Quiz

https://forms.gle/gxrej7q6nX4j1qsQ6

WINNERS OF OCTOBER EDITION
Shanelle Pallikunnath St. Joseph’s Church, Airoli

Sneha Varghese St. Alphonsa Church, Pen

Amal Rapheal Mary Matha Church, Kamothe

Teena Tomy St. Thomas Forane Church, Borivali
Maria Pinto Mother Of Victory Shrine Tikujiniwadi

Correct Answers of October Edition
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gSJpfXNX33big4ghnbo5XYcpaP8zGPUQ/view ?usp=sharing

With lots of love:

George; Bini, Alan & Alicia.
Tony; Tency & Joanna:

Kristuraj Church)
Marol
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7 N3 Remembering you on your 5* Death Anniversary Dad...

You have left us precious memmories.
Your love will be our guide.

You live on through your children.
And you are always by our side.

‘Fomﬁzfy remembered Ey ......
BELOVED WIFE - ROSELY GEORGE
CHILDRENS - RAPHEAL & SEENA

B1Ju & REJI

SHAJU & ALPHONSA

SHAILJU & YARDLEY

JINCY & DAVIS

Varokkey Rapheal George 4 ’-‘i-
Born - 7" August 1943 St.George Chiunch Panvel \V” !
Death - 12t November 2016
f
-(: (& \

HOUSEHOLD PACKERS & MOVERS
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Contact:
C. L. DAVID VALAPPILA
9323196882 / 9821222065
Dombivali
8879229738

Thane Shop No. 1,
9167534571 Trishul Terraces,
Plot No. 36, 37,
Sector 20, Koparkhairane,

Branch Office:
Kannur, Calicut, Trichur, Ernakulam, Navi Mumbai - 400 709
Kottayam, Kollam and Trivandrum Tel.: 022 - 2754 6884




Iét Dw’ﬁbﬂ 17-11-2021

. In loving memory of our dearest mummy
still missing you

ROSY THOMAS PANAMGOODAN %
Born:- 15-12-1951
Died:- 17-11-2020

v, Fondly remembered by

. , DavidThomas  (Son)
| LoyedThomas (Son) \
Julie David (Daughter-in-law) J
i Christeena Loyed (Daughter-in-law)

| Grand Children

‘ Denis, Clint, Robin, Alan
Panamgoodan Family
Kalathuparambil Family
Friends & Relatives
Little Flower Forane Chruch (Nerul)

30th eath Anniver
D ]41911-203‘?/},7

In loving memory of our dearest Dad
still missing you

P D THOMAS
Born:- 28-01-1941
Died:- 19-11-1991

Fondly remembered by

DavidThomas  (Son)

LoyedThomas  (Son)

Julie David (Daughter-in-law)

ChristeenaLoyed (Daughter-in-law)

Grand|Children

Denis, Clint, Robin, Alan
Panamgoodan Family
Kalathuparambil Family
Friends & Relatives
Little Flower. Forane Chruch (Nerul)




\\. The gates of memory never close | =

How much we miss you no one knows ...
Your days with us we treasure still ...~
Your place in our hearts no one can fill ...

ﬂ Wife: Daisy Varghese

Children & Grandchildren
2 .\wf j\.*.’v '\
P M R Varghes ‘

&
ﬁ -

3Srd %/nm‘vermrﬁ (n heaven a ,
6th November, 2021 5 7
Those we love don't go away l' Remembrance

they walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard, but always near.
Still loved, still missed and very dear

Fondly remembered by |
Husband: Johnson Kuttikadan |
Son: Jeenus Johnson Kuttikadan®
‘A Daughter-in-law: Alphy Jeenus '
~\M¢ " |Grand-son: JevonJeenus |
< _ All Relatives and Friends

Mary Matha Church, Sakinaka

MARY JOHNSON KUTTIKADAN
Birth Date: 29th April, 1951
Heavenly Abode: 6th November, 2018




/@@N “Apke Chasme ka Doctor...”
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AM PM OPTICIANS

EYEGLASSES | SUNGLASSES | CONTACT LENSES

& Special Offer For Priest & Sisters @ your
Door Step anywhere Kalyan Diocese

& Computerized Free Eye Check Up
Special Discount Upto 30% For Parishioners

-& The Commitment to use the
Best Quality of modern Technology
Spectacle Glasses.

+ =

Life Time Free Services

Special Eye Check up Services

For Handicap

Free Home Eye Check Up

Special Offers On All Types of
-' Clear & Colour Contact Lenses

Mr. Anthony Joseph Malleyakel

9004757575 (@) @
Parish :- ( Mother of Victory Shrine) Thane

Customer Care No.

8454 07 07 07

Opp. Aniket Hospital Opp Pushpanjali Studio Vaidya,s Eye Centre
Kanjur (E), Vikhroli (E), Thane (W),
8454 070 707 Ph.: 8691 899 331 Ph.: 9224 212 421
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www.southindianbank.com | f /thesouthindianbank

Experience Next Generation Banking

%

)

LOCK YOUR ACCOUNT
BE SAFE

DIGITAL()-LOCK

Lock or unlock your account from
anywhere, at the touch of a finger.
SIB Mirror+  Protect all your digital transactions.

Download from

#  Download on the Co \Windows

;\ Google play | @ App Store m Phone

Toll Free (India): 1800-843-1800, 1800-425-1809 (BSNL),
Email: sibcorporate@sib.co.in, CIN : L65191KL1929PLC001017




